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BIG PICTURE

EE USGA DreamTeam

AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE arlier this month the United States Golf Association hosted its 120th Annual Meeting at the Waldorf Astoria in New York City. The event

METROPOLITAN GOLF ASSOCIATION

Volume 3, Number 2 + February 2015 involved the usual USGA business affairs and committee reports as well as the re-election of Tom O’Toole of St. Louis, MO. The USGA also
T e used the occasion to unveil its new all-star team put together by its new broadcast partner FOX Sports for the 2015 U.S. Open at Chambers
Met Golfer Editorial Committee: Gene M. Bay. The team that was introduced is as star studded as the Big Apple itself and will include lead anchor Joe Buck, lead analyst Greg Norman,

Bernstein, Leslie A. Schupak, Co-Chairmen;
Donald | tendien eame MeConep Ty LPGA Hall of Famer Juli Inkster, PGA Tour star Brad Faxon and on-air reporter Holly Sonders. The coordinating producer of the broadcast team

il = i D T Gy isnone other than the Met Area’s own Mark Loomis, Winged Foot member and former MGA Father and Son champion whose extensive career
Metropolitan Golf Association atboth ABC and MLB Network is sure to make this the golf team to watch in 2015.
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Brian Folino at 623-337-5802 (office) or
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TECHNOLOGY
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GEAR

PUMA
The technology inside
PUMA Golf's TITANTOUR ($220)
regulates temperature, keeping your
foot cool-itwas originally developed for
NASA to keep astronauts comfortable
while wearing their spacesuits. An EVA
midsole translates to lightweight strength,
durability, flexibility and traction.

Nike
Golf’sTW'15 ($200) is Tiger
Woods’ latest signature shoe.
Combined with alow-profile outsole, the
lightweight “Flyweave” technologyinthe

one-piece upper lends stability, fitand
flexibility. Woods says that donning
the shoeshelpshim push offthe
ground better and finish

his swing with power.

adidas
The midsole on adidas
Golf’s Boost ($190) aims to

return energy toyour feet, along with
comfort. Its foam cushioning —- made
up of thousands of thermoplastic
polyurethane capsules that are fused
together via a steam molding process —

isresponsivein allweather conditions.

Footjoy
The web-looking HYPERFLEX
($210/BOA lacing, $190/standard
lacing) employs an exoskeleton that
conformstothe footand keepsitfromrolling
laterally during the swing. It’s notably flexible
and ventilated.



PLAYERS

THREARI

verwonderwhatitwouldbelike tobe good ateverything? James

Nicholas doesn’t have to wonder, he is just really good at life in
general. The Scarsdale, N.Y. native isathree-sportathlete,and asoon-
to-be Ivy Leaguer, so I guess he does pretty well in the classroom too.
Nicholasis anamateur golferontherise, astarwidereceiver/defensive
back/kick returner at Scarsdale High, and in hockey he finished last
season as the leading high school scorer in the state. This fall he is
headed to Yale, a school he chose because he will be able to play both
football and golf at the Division I level. The kid does it all.

“I heard from Penn State, Northeastern,” he pauses, trying to
remember all the schools that contacted him, “Boston University,

Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Dartmouth, and..,” he pauses
again. I interrupt and ask which sports they were
contacting him for. “These were just hockey,” he said.

He has been playing football and hockey at a high
level hiswholelife, while he began taking golf seriously
just two or three years ago, when he realized he
was good at it, as he puts it. Shocker, right? This
commenced a very time-crunched lifestyle, one that
saw alotofhomework done on carrides to hisvarious
sporting events. While Nicholas enjoys it, it was a
challenge at times, because school always comes first.
“My parents made me work really hard,” he said. “If I
wanted to play all three sports,Thad todowellinschool.
That was the big motivation for me.”

Many kids play a sportall three seasons growing up,
andifyouare good atthem, whynot? Butwhenyouare
really good at them, a time will come to make a tough
decision. No oneknows thatbetter thanNicholas. Like

he said, school comes first, and he loved Yale, his future coaches and
the opportunitytheyare giving him to playboth sports. “Ireallywanted
toplayhockeyin college, butfootball and golf are two passions of mine,
and I’'m looking forward to playing them at Yale,” he said. “I’ll miss
hockey, butin the long runI think it will all work out.”

While James has to leave July 1 for football, he plans to come back
and forth for MGA events, so we’ll be sure to follow him all summer.
Heisheaded forbigthings, kind of like his father Stephen, a two-sport
athlete at Harvard and founder of NY Orthopedics, whichisrecognized
astheauthorityinthefield of Sports Medicine. James’dad hasserved
asthe orthopedicteam physician for the New York Jets and New York
Islanders in the past. If James can’t go pro in football or golf, he plans
tofollowin hisfather’sfootsteps. “I’'mreallyinterested in pre-med. My
dad is a doctor, so I may be doing that at Yale,” he said.

Brains, athleticism, work ethic - save some for the rest of us, man.
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CHAMPIONSHIPS

As we continue our series, sharing some of
our favorite moments from past Met
Opens, it’s no surprise we would feature one
ofthe greatest players in MGA history,
Johnson Wagner. Wagner, the only player to
complete the “Met Slam” - winning the MGA’s
“Majors”, the Ike, Amateur and Open
Championshipsin the same year (2002) - not
only was he the first player to take the “big
three” but actually had a string of five
consecutive MGA majors beginning with the
Met Amateur in 2001 at Hudson National.
Here, Wagner is seen chatting it up with New
York State Parks Commissioner Bernadette
Castro, just minutes after winning his first
Met Open at Bethpage Black, where he
finished with the lowest 54-hole score by an
amateur in Met Open history (206), and
became the youngest winner (and only the
seventh amateur) in the championship’s
history. Little did he know at the time how
many more records he would go on to break
the following year, winning all three majors
and earning a place in MGA record books
that may never be duplicated.

Ms. Castro, who served as Commissioner
of the New York Offjce of Parks, Recreation
and Historie# ation from 1995-2006

MET OPEN ALA.
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