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In This Issue April 2018

Met Moments: The 67th MGWA National Awards Dinner features an
outstanding list of honorees.

Big Picture: There was lots to enjoy at Lexus and the MGA’s
Introduction to Women’s Golf clinic in NYC.

Gear: Many manufacturers are going dark with their latest wedge
models.

Players: The trio of Westchester Golf Association Player of the Year
award winners will once again aim high for the 2018 season.

Travel: From woods to waters, the golf around Alabama’s Gulf Coast is
anything but mundane.

Major Moments: Big-name former athletes welcomed the U.S. Open
to New York and helped kick off the U.S. Open trophy tour.

Instruction: Bill Schmedes of Fiddler’s Elbow will get you on the right
track for the 2018 season.

Spotlight: White Shark Golf Course is one of many highlighting
features at Four Seasons Caye Chapel, Belize.

Parting Shot: With MGA media day in the books, we know the Met
Area’s championship season is just around the corner.

This page: At Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club in Bedminster Township, N.J., a spectacular
display of tulips are a sure sign of spring. In recent years, the club has planted 15,000
tulips (individually, by hand!) each fall, allowing the display to flourish months later.
(Photo: Barry Sloan)
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You've never experienced golf in a place quite like this. Arrive here by passenger ferry and travel by golf cart,
bike or your own two feet. Play a seaside course where the birdies you're likely to encounter include herons,
ibises and ospreys. Where the pristine beaches you play beside play host to hundreds of nesting loggerhead
turtles each summer. And where the only high rise in sight is a 200-year-old lighthouse. To experience Bald
Head Island’s relaxed way of life and extraordinary golf course, call or go online today.

\/0 0(‘
;‘; Bald Head Island
’¢(A$Q NORTH CAROLINA

Real Estate Info, 800-888-3707 or www.BHIRealestate.com e Tee Times, 910-457-7310 or www.BHIClub.net

Bald Head Island

When planning a getaway, you shouldn't have to
choose between great golf and a family-friendly beach
resort. Bald Head Island, NC, offers the best of both
worlds — world-class golf and miles of uncrowded
beaches. You'll arrive here by passenger ferry and travel
theisland by golf cart, bicycle or on foot, atan
easygoing pace locals call “island time."”

Atthe center of the island’s recreational life is the
Bald Head Island Club. Along with its top-rated golf
course, the Club offers swimming, tennis, croquet and
activities for all ages. Vacation rentals on the island
range from cozy cottages to spacious homes that can
accommodate extended family. Be sure to request
temporary membership in the Bald Head Island Club
when you book your home rental so you can enjoy
access to all of the Club's amenities.

Real estate offerings run the gamutin terms of size,
setting and price. Located near the golf course, The
Hammocks neighborhood offers fractional home
ownership thatincludes four weeks of vacation time
each year, along with Club membership. Just a stone’s
throw from the ocean, the Southern Living Inspired
Community at Cape Fear Station combines a perfect
location with charming low country architecture.

Make plans to visit Bald Head Island this summer to

Bald Head Island, North Carolina
(800) 888-3707 | www.bhirealestate.com

tourthe Southern Living Idea House, opening for tours
in June. Learn more by visiting www.bhirealestate.com.
When you're ready to book a tee time, visit
www.bhiclub.netor call 910-457-7310.
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https://www.bhiclub.net/
https://www.bhirealestate.com/
https://www.bhiclub.net/
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WEEK AFTER WEEK,

MORE TOUR 336
PROS CHOOSE
ODYSSEY THAN
ANY OTHER BRAND

SHOP NOW
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Sarah Relyea of the
WMGA speaks with
several attendees.

n April 19, the MGA and
the Women’s Metropolitan
Golf Association (WMGA)
collaborated with Lexus to offer an
Introduction to Women’s Golf clinic—an
evening event at Golf & Body NYC designed to introduce women
professionals to golf. From the grip and basic swing fundamentals
to putting and etiquette, the clinic proved insightful for attendees
and created a strong foundation forinvolvement with the game. The
approximately 30 women also heard from former LPGA Tour player
and WMGA Board member Tara Fleming, who encouraged
participation in the game and spoke about golf’s impact in her life.
Look for more introductory women’s golf opportunities in the Met
Areathroughthe summer, asthe MGA and Lexus continue to partner
in this series of clinics.

PHOTOS: BARRY SLOAN



Centennial Golf Club

- Learn the Shots You Need...
~ For the Scores You Want. 3

THREE-DAY SCHOOLS
ONE-DAY CLINICS
CORPORATE OUTINGS

DAVE PELZ

MGA Members use Promo Code Birdie for Exclusive Savings. s50 ot at-ay Cinic. 15%off a 3-Day School. SCORING GAME SCHOOL




It is our goal to make the world’s most technical golf apparel without compromise.

www.dunninggolf.com

CHARLES HOWELL IlI i 3 = o e = i . : ! — 3 : 2 : s




in the Da

BY SCOTT KRAMER

ark-finished wedges have their advantages — the
D biggest being that they’re designed to cut down on the

sun’s glare as you stand over ashot. And when you’rein
awhite sand trap, they can provide excellent visual contrast. Plus,
they look plain sultry and compact. Many tour pros insist on
playing them, for all of the reasons above. Manufacturers have
loaded the market with dark wedges this year. Consider several
newmodels, if you’relooking to shore up your short game. Cobra’s
soft carbon steel KING Black Wedge ($149) is finished ina durable
Diamonized Black Metal. Its 100 percent CNC milled grooves and
tour-inspired grinds strive to have mass appeal. Titleist’s Vokey
Designraw Jet Black SM7 ($195/graphite shaft, $175/steel)
takes the darklook to an extreme, with black paint fill in
the logos and graphics. It’s offered in six sole grind
options. The finish of PING’s carbon steel Glide 2.0
Stealth ($175/graphite, $150/steel) is applied using
a “Quench Polish Quench” process for extra
durability and corrosion-resistance. It feels soft at
impact. And Callaway’s Mack Daddy 4 Matte Black
($150) with aggressive Groove-in-Groove Technology
can be customized with a variety of color accents, fora
nominal up-charge.




ING COURSES
And So Much More

Turning Stone Resort Casino is the home of three championship courses Two Top 100 Greatest Public Golf Courses — Golf Digest

with designs by Tom Fazio, Robert Trent Jones Jr. and Rick Smith. ;
Most Excellent Golf Resort In The USA And Canada - Condé Nast Johansens Award For Excellence

Experience the award winning courses at Turning Stone tailored to your Best Casino Courses - Golfweek
exact needs. You select the dates, lodging and dining to fit your personal style Editors’ Choice Award for Best Travel - Golf Digest
and we'll create your custom package.

For reservations and all golf information, please call 877.748.4653.

%rning QStone

Atunyote Shenendoah
RESORT | CASINO
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Sandstone Hollow

Kalu\lz\ycn‘ Pleasant Knolls
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MGA GOLF EVENT FOR THOSE
WHO LOVE FINE FOOD

|

—

Special
Price for E?rly.
Registration
$3,987

EpicureaGolf.com for information or reservations, or call 610-442-5718.

"We love to eat good food, drink great wine and
play a fabulous golf course, so the CuisinArt Resort
was the perfect place for us to relax and unwind!
The resort is beautiful...and the staff is wonderful.”

—Michele Greenfield, WMGA, and Member,
Glen Oaks Country Club

“This is hands down one of the best culinary events,
bringing together some of the most talented chefs
from around the world. Having the first night dinner
cooked by Master Chef Christophe Muller from the
3 Star Michelin restaurant honoring Paul Bocuse
was one for the bucket list. Food all four nights was
amazing! The wines from Marchesi Antinori were
stunning, well balanced and beautiful. Bravo to Met
Golfer, CuisinArt Resort and Antinori Wines for the
epic four days in paradise.”

—Chef Scott Pikey, Executive Chef,
Mayacama Country Club

"Joan and | had a great time on the trip. The food was
fantastic and the other participants were great. We
made a bunch of new friends on this trip and look
forward to joining you for a third trip in the future.”

—Glenn Carlson, PGA Head Professional,
Torrington Country Club

Coisindloer= ¥ &
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estchester Golf Association’s 2017 Player of the
‘ / ‘ / Year Award winners were recognized on April 24

at the WGA’s Spring Meeting. Yale University
junior James Nicholas accepted the Player of the Year honor
fresh off celebrating an Ivy League Championship title with
his Bulldog squad and in between final exams. Nicholas once
again maintained abusytraining schedule through the winter
and aims for another successful summer of competition.
Senior Player of the Year Jim Romaniello shared how he didn’t
become serious with the game until the age of 30 and
expressed his gratitude of claiming the award. Junior Player
of the Year Jud Langille could not attend
due to a high school match. However, his
mother, Gwen, accepted the award on his
behalf, saying Jud is motivated to win the
title again so he can acceptin person.

The event, held at 96th Westchester Open
Championship Presented by Callaway host
Sunningdale Country Club in Scarsdale,
N.Y., also opened with a morning program
that featured discussions on current topics
relevant to clubs and a Q&A session with
representatives for USGA eventsin the Met
Area this summer.

2017 GUIDO CRIBARI
SENIOR AMATEUR PLAYER OF THE YEAR

The WGA player of the year awards are named in honor of

the late Guido Cribari, a longtime Westchester golf writer,

enthusiastic supporter of the game, and charter member of

the Westchester Caddie Scholarship Fund. ¢
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GOLFZON

Global Leader in Golf Simulators

Making Golf
Enjoyable
For Everyone

VISIT www.golfzongolf.com

aren't typically exposed to golf provides them with a great

“To have this type of technology in a community where kids
opportunity to learn another important skillset. ”

- Calvin Lyons, President and CEO of Boys & Girls

Clubs of Metro Los Angeles,
on GOLFZON's donation of a simulator to the Roy W. Roberts Il Watts /
Willowbrook Boys & Girls Club in August 2016.

T T K

- Players have the choice of more than 160 courses, multi-venue online tournaments
via the cloud or practicing with every club in their bag, including the putter.

« A popular feature is the ability to realistically putt and the accuracy of the short game.
Putts are picked up by the sensors and then react on the screen with the precise break
and speed of the particular course.

- The system is server based with all player information stored on GOLFZON's server.
Players can analyze the shots any time. The system acts like a caddie and recommends
clubs.

- Games can be played in a competitive manner against anyone around the world.

- Short-game practice modes make practice more fun and the new ARCADE software
allows for games such as dart-style competition.

« GOLFZON offers a unique, moving swing plate. Uphill, downhill and sidehill lies are
accurate as GOLFZON provides this feature not available on other simulators.
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v arying landscapes surrounding Alabama’s

Gulf Coast offer a variety of pleasantly COURSES:

surprising golf experiences. With a string of 1 Magnolia Grove Golf Course -Oneoftwostopson 2 Rock Creek Golf Club - Settled just off the 3 Kiva Dunes Golf Course - Often noted as
options from just outside Mobile, south to Gulf the Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail near Mobile, eastern shore of Mobile Bay, Rock Creek’s Alabama’s top course, Kiva Dunes boasts aprime
Shores, one can test their game in the deep Magnolia Grove features two championship courses highlighting features include several location between the Gulf of Mexico and Bon
of the woods or just steps away from and a highly regarded sh.ort course. The layouts une‘xpected elevation changes and a sttrong Secour Bay. The layout n‘1e.1ds se‘amles'sly with the

=tine BeReh meander through towering trees and among creeks variety of golf holes that demand a mix of both natural landscape, providing a links-like feel from
pristine beaches. and marshlands for a serene setting. The parkland-like precision and length. Though tree-lined, its the rolling terrain. In addition to the ever-

Crossings features unique oyster shell waste areas, fairways remain welcoming, while approaches changing wind, sprawling sugar-white bunkers

The par-three 8th at the Crossings course perfectly illustrates while the Falls includes large greens—both elements are well-received by expansive, gently and several lakes prove testing to the players’ skill.

both the beauty and challenge found at Magnolia Grove. of recent renovations. contouring greens.

MICHAEL CLEMMER
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COUNTING DOWN

TO

Shinnecoc

EXPERIENCE AMAZING

USGA/BEN SOLOMON

Met Area’s bright sports spotlight and passionate

about the game of golf helped the USGA officially
welcome the 118th U.S. Open Championship at
Shinnecock Hills to New York on April 11. The event,
held at Konnect Golf in New York City, also kicked off
the 2018 U.S. Open Trophy Tour, presented by Lexus,
and introduced a new Celebration of Champions event.

“I’'m a Long Islander, so I’'m pretty bullish on Long

Island golf,” said former Jets quarterback Boomer
Esiason. “We have so many great golf courses.
Anytime you have a tournament of this caliber being

F ormer professional athletes familiar with the

played on one of our golf courses, then it’s
everything—it’s fantastic.” Former Knicks guard John
Starks echoed the pride of having big events in the
area, saying, “To be able to have [the U.S. Open] come
out here to Shinnecock, it’s going to be great for the
fans. There’s nothing like a New York tournament.”

In its fifth year, the Trophy Tour includes stops all
across the tri-state area and allows fans to get an up-
closelook at the historic trophy leading up to the fifth
U.S. Open staged at Shinnecock. The MGA will display
the trophy May 14 at Bethpage State Park during its
annual Day of Golf fundraiser for the MGA Foundation

#LexusG

MAJOR MOMENTS

and May 16 ata U.S. Open local qualifying round at
Cherry Valley Club in Garden City, N.Y. A full schedule
of stops is available at usopen.com/trophytour.

Meanwhile, the Celebration of Champions,
announced by USGA CEO Mike Davis, will pair 2017
USGA champions in two-player mixed teams for a four-
hole exhibition in honor of the champions’
achievements. It will take place Tuesday, June 12,
during the week of the 118th U.S. Open, with Jack
Nicklaus serving as the honorary starter and the
champions playing holes Nos. 10-13 at famed
Shinnecock.

Butch Goring, Clark Gilles, 2017 U.S.
Senior Amateur champion Sean
Knapp, John Starks, Grant Marshall,
Boomer Esiason, Brian Lawton, Mike
Davis, and Rod Gilbert surround the
historic U.S. Open trophy.


http://usopen.com/trophytour
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thrilling performance. A Lexus-developed twin-turbo engine delivers 416 horsepower' and goes 0-60 in just 4.

[ s!
While the Lexus Multistage Hybrid system in the LS 500h delivers seamless acceleration and torque, without requiring a
charge. This level of craft and innovation is, quite simply, immeasurable.

ST RIS
Ty -

lexus.com/LS | #LexusLS

%

EXPERIENCE AMAZING
F : y b ¥
0 :

Lexus is proud to be the Official Vehicle of the Metropolitan Golf Association

LS 500h shown with options. 1. Ratings achieved using the required premium unleaded gasoline with an octane rating of 91or higher. If premium fuel is not used, performance will decrease. 2. Performance figures
are for comparison only and were obtained with prototype vehicles by professional drivers using special safety equipment and procedures. Do not attempt. ©2018 Lexus
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INSTRUCTION

Onthe

BY BILL SCHMEDES
Bill Schmedes is the Director of Instruction at Fiddler's Elbow Country Club in Bedminster, N.J.

For those Slicing:

First, address the ball with the clubface square to the intended target. Next,
turn the body slightly inward to close the stance (B). If the body is closed, we
know that the club is going to work more inside to begin and then there isan
opportunity for it to work inside-out through impact. As a drill, exaggerate
the closed stance and make some three-quarter swings back and through to
feel how in-to-out the club will want to work.

Right Track

the backswing and downswing.

For those Drawing:

Conversely, if a player already consistently draws the golf ball and wants
todosoless, turn the body slightly outward to open the stance (C) after
initially addressing the ball with the clubface square to the intended
targetline. This keeps everything more in front of the player going back
and coming down and through, allowing the club to exit more on-plane
or left, when a typical drawer is typically under-plane, “stuck” and right.

A good start to the golf season begins with proper We always read that players should set up like train
fundamentals. In addition to grip, stance, and posture  tracks so the toe line, hip line and shoulders all run
elements featured in the April/May issue of The Met parallel to the designated target line (A). That’s good

Golfer, it’s also important to understand alignment, for the better player, but what I tend to do with most
which has a big influence on the direction that the golfersis slightly tilt alignments based on their typical
hands, arms, and club will want to swing on in both shot shape, keeping in mind that the golf club always

wants to seek its balance on the player’s alignments.

Alignment Check:

Evaluating your alignment should be done not on just one dimension, but several.
To make sure your entire body is in harmony, test to see whether your toe line, hip
line (D) and shoulders are all relatively parallel to one another.

Ifyoudon’tlike the curvature of the shot you're hitting, your alignment likely
needs to be altered in some fashion—once again keeping in mind that the club
works on the alignments of your body. Don’t be afraid to alter alignments and see
how it changes ball flight.




Palmer, Fazio, Hills, Byrd built six championship courses...

..We built the rest.
7 Dining Options 5 Pools 4 Clubhouses 3 Tennis Complexes 32 Har-Tru Courts

- 1 48,000 Square Foot Fitness Center 1 Golf Cart Ride Away 1 Membership

Distinguished Emerald Club
The Landings Club %%W‘ A
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA rom BOARDROOM
Located minutes from historic Savannah, The Landings Club provides a wide variety of resort-class amenities.
Our private residential Club provides unlimited opportunities to meet and socialize with friends. With events
and activities happening every day of the year, you can be as active or relaxed as you choose.

For more information visit www.landingsclub.com.
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ecluded by 6 miles of luminous white sand beaches and brought to life
with remarkable architecture, Four Seasons Caye Chapel, Belize
(www.cayechapel.com) defines luxury island experiences that blend with the
panoramic views. Being one of the early participants in the Founders Program,
opens the first come first serve opportunity to live on the east or west side of
the spectacular beaches. This enables the owner to have a hand in building one of the
most distinctive island communities for generations to come.

Four Seasons Caye Chapel private estates will feature 1/3 to 1 acre lots, designed for
large, luxury, family estates construction. As the first Island Founders offering, these
home sites represent an incredible value. Two hundred and eighty acres of selective ameni-
ties balanced with a leading-edge sustainable approach make Four Seasons Caye Chapel, .
Belize a luxury, private island without peer. Featuring the added bonus of a 5-hour direct
flight out of New York to the Caye is just another reason to secure your residence.

Included on the island is an 18-hole championship golf course known as the “White

Shark Golf Course.” The course stretches from horizon to horizon w1th its v1brant greens o

and parallels the shimmering Caribbean Sea. ;
Enjoy the open water experience at Morter’s Beach Club, a Caribbean take on the -
Mediterranean Bathing Club. Take in the fresh ocean air with a cool drink from the 3
outdoor bar while relaxing at the extensive private pool: And what’s an island experlence 2
without experiencing the Caye’s restaurants, storefronts, and entertainment.
With amenities sure to please anyone, Four Seasons Caye Chapel, Belize is a perfect
representation of what high standards Four Seasons Caye Chapel has to offer. :



https://www.cayechapel.com
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“Kick off the Kentucky Derby with Greg T

May 5 *3pm
Enjoy Drinks, Music, & Racing!
Wear your finest Derby hat for a chance to win $750 cash

‘ ENPIRE CITY. \
CASINO

3 Mt ba 18 yoans of ege or oldor to pley How York Lottey games or wager on horsos. Pleaso pley meponsibly,




PARTING pigle)

he crowning of the season’s first champion
may not come until May 8 in the 91st MGA
Senior Amateur at Old Oaks Country Club,
but the MGA’s annual media day always feels like
the official “start” to the season. On May 23,
members of the media and representatives from
the MGA’s valued partners previewed the 2018
season and put their own games to the test at
Wykagyl Country Club, host of the 103rd Met
Open Championship Presented by Callaway.

The Walker L. Trammell Trophy has been awarded
to the Met Open champion since 1949.

PHOTO: BARRY SLOAN
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